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SUBJECT: STUDENT DISORDERS 

REF: TUNIS 1282 AND TUNIS 1285 

1 . STUDENT DEMONSTRATION WHTCH ERUPTED FEBRUARY 24 

IN DOWNTOWN TUNIS AND RESULTED IN MINOR DAMAGE TO USIS 
LIBRARY (THREE PLATE GLASS WINDOWS BORKEN) WAS PART OF ON- 
GOING STUDENT POLITICAL AGITATION 
THAT HAS DISRUPTED UNIVERSITY OF TUNIS DURING PAST 
TEN DAYS. THIS ACADEMIC YEAR HAD BEEN UNUSALLY 
QUIET, BUT RADICAL STUDENTS INTITIATED AGITATION ON 
FEBRUARY 16 WITH LARGE MEETING ON CAMPUS THAT PASSED 
POLITICAL DECLARATION CONDEMNING GOT FOR "CAPITALIST, 

BOURGEOIS" POLICIES AND FOR HAVING SOLD TUNISIA OUT 

TO THE UNITED STATES. ONLY UNIVERSITY REALTED ISSUE 

WAS DEMAND THAT SPECIAL GUARDS BE REMOVED FROM UNIVERSITY 

BUILDINGS. STRIKES AT SEVERAL FACULTIES FOLLOWED 

AND THERE HAVE BEEN MINOR CLASHES BETWEEN STUDENTS 

AND POLICE. 
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2. ON FEBRUARY 21, POLICE ENTERED STUDENT DORMITORIES 
LOCATED IN SUBURBAN LE BARDO TO PURSUE AGITATORS AND, 

ACCORDING TO STUDENT SOURCES. ROUGHED UP MANY STUDENTS 
AND CAUSED PROPERTY DAMAGE. IN PRESS RELEASE ON 
FEBRUARY 21 INCIDENT. GOT HAS CLAIMED THAT STUDENTS 
CAUSED THE DAMAGE. SINCE FEBRUARY 21. RUMORS HAVE 
CIRCULATED IN TUNIS THAT SIX STUDENTS WERE KILLED 
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DURING THESE CLASHES AND THE DEMONSTRATORS IN TUNIS 
ON FEBRUARY 24 WERE APPARENTLY ATTEMPTING TO CONVINCE 
THE PUBLIC THAT THE RUMORS WERE TRUE. THE SHOUTED 
SLOGANS SUCH AS "WAKE UP PEOPLE," "SIX STUDENTS HAVE 
BEEN KILLED," "ACHOUR IS A TRAITOR," AND "BELKHODJA 
IS AN ASSASSIN." THE GOVERNMENT DENIES THAT ANY 
DEATHS HAVE RESULTED FROM CLASSHES AND SAYS THAT ONLY 
ONE STUDENT HAS BEEN HOSPITALIZED BECAUSE OF INJURIES 
SUFFERED FEBRUARY 2 1 . SPEAKING AT GOT MUNICIPAL 
CONFERENCE IN SOUSSE ON FEBRUARY 24, INTERIOR MINISTER 
BELKHODJA CATEGORICALLY DENIED THAT THERE HAD BEEN 
ANY DEATHS. 

3. JUDGING FROM THE EVIDENCE AT OUR DISPOSAL, WE 
DOUBT THAT ANYONE HAS BEEN KILLED. IT APPEARS THAT 
RADICAL ELEMENTS AMONG STUDENTS ARE USING OLD TACTIC 
OF PROVOKING CONFRONTATION WITH POLICE IN ORDER TO 
WIN SYMPAHTY AND COOPERATION OF GROUPS THAT DO NOT 
SHARE RADICALS' POLITICAL OBJECTIVES. RADICALS SEEK 
TO DISRUPT NORMAL FUNCTIONING OF UNIVERSITY 
H YEAR, 

USUALLY DURING FEBRUARY. STORIES OF DEATHS AT HANDS 
OF POLICE ARE COMMONLY HEARD, AND JUST AS COMMONLY 
PROVED FALSE. ANTI-U.S. TANGENT OF FEBRUARY A24 DEMONSTRATION 
IN TUNIS APPEARS NOT TO REPRESENT MAIN CURRENTS OF 
OPINION AMONG STUDENTS AND THAT DAMAGE TO LIBRARY WAS 
WORK OF VERY SMALL GROUP OF SERIOUS RADICALS AS DEMONSTRATION 
PASSED ON WAY TO UNATTAINED OBJECTIVE OF MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR. 
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4. GOT QUICKLY RESTORED ORDER IN CENTRAL TUNIS AND 
THE CITY AS WELL AS THE UNIVERSITY NOW CALM. IT IS 
INTERESTING TO NOTE, HOWEVER, THATFEBRUARY 24 DEMONSTRATION 
AS OTHERS LIKE IT IN PAST TOUCHED TENDER NERVE IN TUNISIAN 
PSYCHE AND SET OFF SPECULATION THAT MUCH MORE SERIOUS 
DISORDERS WILL ACCOMPANY TRANSITION INTO IMMEDIATE 
POST-BOURGUIBA PERIOD. 

MULCAHY 

NOTE BY OC/T: PARA 3 AS RECEIVED. 
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